Maranoa Songs
For Brass Quintet

Maranoa Songs was commissioned in 1983 by the ABC for intended performance by the Perth Chamber Brass as part of a television series. In the end the piece was not used but subsequently picked up by the Melbourne Brass Ensemble for their repertoire and given many performances during their tours of Victoria and New South Wales, and also recorded by them on Move Records. Sections of the piece were also used in TV documentaries marking the Australian Bicentennial in 1988. 
The piece is based on aboriginal songs from the Maranoa district of Queensland collected by Dr. H. O. Lethbridge and Mrs. F.J. Murphy and published in 1937 as piano arrangements by A.S. Loam. The songs have been completely reworked for brass quintet in the following order:

Jabin Jabin: A soft, melancholy song sung around a campfire, although it is in fact a call to wake up.

Warrego Lament: an impassioned cry of a strickened people doomed by white man’s diseases

Bingo Bingo: a warning song to a youth about the dangers of bathing in a waterhole inhabited by a bunyip, it was used by Boss Davey for a series of songs around 1900
Maranoa Lullaby: a cradle song

Bangee rang an-an-ah: a vigorous hunting song, set to exploit the similarity of brass instruments to the didjeridu – they are all just tubes!

A recollection of the opening theme concludes the piece.

